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The State has title 
in fee in trust for the pub-
lic to submerged beds of 
the Great Lakes within its 
boundaries and all navigable 
waters.

It is pointed out 
that public control of the 
lake shores is necessary to 
insure opportunity for plea-
sure and health of the citi-
zens in vacation time, to 
work out the deýnite program 
to attract tourists begun 
by the State and promis-
ing ýnancial gain to its 
residents, and to conserve 
natural advantages for com-
ing generations. The move-
ment is most laudable and 
its beneýts most desirable. 
The State should provide 
proper parks and playgrounds 
and camping sites and other 
instrumentalities for its 
citizens to enjoy the ben-
eýts of nature. But to do 
this, the State has author-
ity to acquire land by gift, 
negotiation, or, if neces-

sary, condemnation. There 
is no duty, power, or func-
tion of the State, whatever 
its claimed or real beneýts, 
which will justify it in 
taking private property with-
out compensation. The State 
must be honest

Ri-
parian rights are property, 
for the taking or destruction 
of which by the State com-
pensation must be made, un-
less the use has a real and 
substantial relation to a 
paramount trust purpose

The only 
substantial paramount public 
right is the right to the 
free and unobstructed use of 
navigable waters for naviga-
tion

... 
the public has no right of 
passage over dry land be-
tween low and high-water mark 
but the exclusive use is in 
the riparian owner, although 
the title is in the State.
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the point on the 
bank or shore up to which 
the presence and action of 
the water is so continuous 
as to leave a distinct mark 
either by erosion, destruc-
tion of terrestrial veg-
etation, or other easily 
recognized characteristic. 
And where the bank or shore 
at any particular place is 
of such a character that is 
impossible or difýcult to as-
certain where the point of 
ordinary high-water mark is, 
recourse may be had to other 
places on the bank or shore 
of the same stream or lake 
to determine whether a given 
stage of water is above or 
below ordinary high-water 
mark.
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